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CEUNANT
MOUNTAINEER, lNG

CLUB
N tr Tf S L E T T E R - NOVEIVIBER, 1968.

over Photog"aph

S k y 1 o n, Carreg'dastad,

b3r IGa tlllcoa.

E d i t o r i- a 1 ....

trtot nueh to say really - but It4 Cl"it to_s99 tngt qf.appe+ for aaterlaL for
the aersletter ia ihe iaitoriil of the last nersletter has etirred sone oeobersiato
pickfi .p +,n"ir pens aad p:oducing articles citAout the usual' proddittg 5llrd bullyrng
I generally have to adoinister.

I rould like to apologise to sByore nho dldntt reoeive a copy-of-the-Jrme
issue as it nas late goiaE to-tUe printers and by t&e tioe it.'*as ready I hacl-. 

-
Gnpo"ari.fv retiretl fion iorkiag f6r a S,iviag so as to spead .t}re aununer-oo h9-1id?y..

itr-fi;nat;so j 1,asnlt arouod ti distribute it ana naA to lunber Roger Beraett rri+.h

the aforeireatioued task.

Couatty nenberg nishiag to coatribute articles for future editioas of +,he

Eev6letter ca!- alo so by forrnrding t'hen to the follolring address:

D.A.Iroae, !f Reserroir Road, Selly 0ak, Biruioghan. 29.

llary Eahr asks anyoae r?ro hae-a book_or llagazile -on 
1o3a fmn the elubts

ltbra4r io-i'etun ii us 
"-ooo 

as possible as- the siie of the 11brary has ilioia:isbed
soner*Lt and a aes and couplete iiet of books tbat ttre cLub oras aeeds to be conpiled.

Dave Irons
(h&Ecal&sel$litor)

Forthc.o@:
Iiatouro Leap 4 DEceuber lst - R. clar*.

Butternere - Decenber L31b/L5fb - D, Iroas

ftlaqa Jaauary L?+},h9.}n - J. Breanea.

Staooage - febnrary hd. - D. Iloas.



2.

The Climbing Scene .....
(Notes by Bobin Birkuood).

Ttre idea for these notes is not nerr for t'he club' Ten years ago l{i"ke

Kias used to write ooi"r"iii iorrort" ro".ure earrv editions and si:rce seeing
'fiffi-;i; ri"""'iJit"iJl-r-frir"-rit.d-tt e iauu and irish to see it contiaue'

*****t+**t*t

JoeBrouahasstartecltonakeerashhelnetsinthe.backofhls.shop.Ee
eroects to be ready tl-"ia"t-r.ri$-u. coupie of nonths, but he has alreacly a verT

I#ge order book.

TherunoursaboutaBritishStandardsSpecificationforcrashhelnetsar€
both true and untrue ! I donrt kaoy any a"i'ir"'oi tite test exceot ttrat tbe cruciaf

fisure is 120 fVlbs. Ihe he.lnet *'tt "*t"ii-"'i"i 
it-ui"-;noaerl -(speui:lc'?)

SpEciaI vhich withst"oa gii-ftZibJ. 
-l-o" s"o*-"*ptct" to pass this figure easily and

;ffi;'t"";idt";;fi;#ii0 iitl;,i. -H;.ed;i{"-ifiai rittri can be.doae for the sides'

r+hich ou av,lrase, "*"iila +'r'iilrur."t6*ii7ri'Jl-rii-ite iRonurt Special). Ee

thi.rcks he night natch the rlioBer' ur tnls'
**t**IiI****

lliatt }agles are suspect. . Kea t{cl,aughlia of'['ralk-Davies|s llormtaia Sbop,

I hear, h;-&;;i;-oo aisprly trhat have split dom the splne'

**t*:*t**ltr

The large roof ou the Clna Ovest has been cliubod-by fogl Geroans early ia
Juae this year. rrrJ',iriiiii""-i;a b,,-RoyJ-nouui"s have be-en attenpti:rg this for
several years.

r**t*******i

Ilarry Richards has becone a Dad'
She wil} be called Dlaah.

Kay gave birtJr to a baby girl ia Ju1y.

t****t*ttr**

It is runoured ttrat Denay tdoortrouse of CIog ClintS'ng.gear' night-atart
producing a snaller "."IiJo*of-it"'lioac 

*rocksione. Ihreaded riti a rlre s1ing.

fle also hopes to p"ooo.!-Ii iirov-cr*ti"er and a irrussiki-oe device aooa.

ttI****ttlll

Ttrere ls stilL ao sign of the Snowdon tlest gulde book' but yet another

Cloesv Guide has beea ir"ilAl-Giie tUe irrericaf graEtrg svsteri, introduced in
ure-dlinbers Club Bulletio of 1954.

*r***l**ti*r



******tti****'*

A short article in the Daily Te1'egraph, recently jrrforned t,he publ'ic

that ttre t"""t-aJo"iopr"l1 og slilbi-n! oa G6gaith, has given a stern boost to
lileIsb clinbirg, ubich-nas ia the rdcfdrussr.

r t I * r t * * * * t * r *r*

C}iffPhi.}lip"ogSi6iaghar,kner+ntoseveraluenberg,.hasput.upa
cli-nb on Dj:ras Bech sltn &.ic Reyn6fas. He has also lnanageclr the Bonnaiii
Pil.Lar on the Dru this Year.

r*rt***t******l

Don trihil.lans is runoured to be vriting a book.

**************I

Uhilst the griter vao clicbing in t}re Dolonites t,his year, he fcu:rd
a lpag sitii-tied ;Fi p;4", The snag oily exists for.penniless^clinbers tho
i"iffi;;#;-;"id aird"iiau,es to lEave 

-or drop oag-!.- Tied-off pess.are-rot
[!;"1iy';;L"rruE-ty ta" "y" 

to the tie-off.loop. If the peg cones out, 1he

I";il"-;Gcx"o 
"ita 

loosl the peg, w?ricb tinkles away to the scree' rhe

il;i";ifi;;il;fir"i a-ieg rene'thE'of oid boot lace wbuld cone in handy to tie
ffi-;;.-fr'6i-rJdp, ;1161oirc irenty of slaek to keep a:ry pu11 on trre loop anc

aot oa the eye.

+**tlt**t*itttt

&.ic Joaes eld Mick coff ee (riger), he koovn to several nenbers

of the c1ub, have reeently nade the sixt[ ai6ent, the fourth tbis year, of t]re
bolclest oa Cloggr.



The party, as urrualr- ca.nped at gr4nge - Srivin8 ll.Fli$.tl*t.
Saturdav uas srey and overcast'but ?rveryonE ruai up by a9o4- and outclt,bing. -
il#a[,a iii"i, "roiair-;a-G; Hiiki;;-;n ueir:c ii13o,iued t!a!- a sheep.Uas crrgfast
on Goet GraE (nhlch is the highly vegetated hi-llside behiEd the ca^Bps1te, ProBplry

aeclaia tUat"tliat uas io t" *rEii"enIe for the ctay and ttat.rescuing.ttre shegp.ras

their prine objective. This tl-rey nanageci not tithout ilil'ficuLty.atld appsrerlry
oorae hilarious ana precad;us cftirting ianoeuvres. They also did oae clinb, the
peeter (vs).

Andy Dorrell, nyself aad }b1c|6\sliffe ueat to Gorrder Crag_vit}, t!?^.
intereion of "f-iriUe 

F;oi;-P.".diae, but oa arriving 1! the bottol,of, the diff re
iotoa tfrat the r.oute-ra"i-ui""ray boof"d by a party of flve go-an-alternative had to
te iouaa and voodoo "u" 

cfrouJ"-"r*a ascenalA uirt uls fouail to be loose, rather dirty
ana ou tir" nhole not very northwhile although fairly difficult'

Another group v.isiterl Shepherds Crag aatl cliub otr (of course) Brorm Slabs.

The seather on sunday was sitilar to that of the pr-evlous.<lay, lhouqh a
Iittle briehter in the afternood - the after:nooo being spent b-y nost people of our
;;;;-;ffi;ii; Rock-ofl;i;"!r8iu uhich ls one of the better aad clee.ser of 10r
irk;i;e;;fi;'-il"* ia*i"J aia oveltrileinc Bastion; !he.I9n Suit'tr -.f,en Hinliss.
l[it;ig6-aia'Zta:zq, frir. rl"av and I cLInbEd the sh6rt, but steep aail good Direct
Route on the South Crag for our secoad route.

?he Eoldeas l'ssqlned ia Eorrowdale and clinbed oa B1ack-Crag'-
lroutdale pinnicle r.r'a;neE-noelrcfart aad AIex Morrisoo rrho oade a cine fila
of the aseent.

Attendance: 12 pe"sols (8 neobers, I prospective nenber a:rd 3 guestg).

Bave Irons



9Lrree Days Upvrards .. . t

ue arose at 4 p.8., brea,tdagted and drove to FivaFam. Ilere Dave and
I raved goodbye to Derrick-and-aagela aa!.s-et off_+o4 tzhe.river.torarris the
froiivegEea --for our lrrteatioa rsas to cliob the Rioooa Route oo tle Trolltiutl Wa1I.
fhe cfifr had been ascended four tioes bdore our attenpt and {&e ruual tine '[akea,
ef,t€r tbe first ascaot, uas tro slrd 3 hnlf alayg.

Ag for all lone clinbs our uain coaoern ras r.bether tle reathqr rmuld
renair fine ioas eaougbli& ;; 6-r!gch tl" s*rii. l{e rer.e_optlnistlc (cliabers
ha;;-to il tnt nEcessl6y) artroueh ue rere-ca.ralri-rg^enorgh food for at laast ! days -
but set agaiiet tbis re only carietl 4 - 5 piats of uater.

lhe first iufficuLties eacountered rere tihe birch nooils betreea tle
river aad tb6 botto4 d the scree slopes - re Yere soon $reating as re stnrggLecl
tnrough ttre targted rmdergronti .aa 

"l"Strf"-d 
over boulders and the naze of fa1Lea

tjg;i- rather Iife ttr" r6rst a.pproach dlfficulttes eacor8tereal^at Treaadoc - but
ioog", ana ritl t;e peaOty of Au"ryiag a beavy_nrcksack.on gnel-s bac!. Eventually
G 6scaped on to the-scree-slope - !e lgd beer.tooking ?t qig slope for three
G.fi aiA ds'sa,Aing t&e +lougbt-of ploddiag up it. Fortuaately lt tu:ned out to
ie farEe scr€e ia-tbe .ai' ind prolreas sas uot aa difficult as f,irst-iu€ined -
rf,ul'roE on ty tle vieye of, tle iragaific€4! !ra11l reachurg above_ug.4000 ft" fron
bise to sumit. Ue etuilted ttre lfues atirbeil todate. Sirstly the llorreglau
noute - ao excelleat line, epoilt only by the faci that escape is posslble at
half hei€bt hto the sunolt guLtey of t'he E?c{-p111ar. secoadly, tr'reach
Ofrecifsiua - sti}l to bo cllnbe& rritiout f,ixed ropes - anythfug i.s possible nltb
aelge tactlcs aDd Dode!:o equipoent - Iet_us-hoPe tUat {9-tury det-elopoents break
arai fron tlis rather outietetl netirod of cliubi-ug" Thfu\lly, the Ri:moa Route
tat'ing the ceatre of the saU to the nost' obnrious feature - tbe su''nlt gdl"y"
Aa eriraaely 6erl.og3 route la the upper half_because of the ilifficultiee d
ietreat. Eiery crertit uust be gtven-to trhe-Ri.mnoa lads rho first aougbt 9ut.t!de
liae of-Ieast i.eslatanee up the-ral1 and had tfie ialtiative and boldaees to take
up the challeuee 8a{ uho bioke tlowa atl the uyt}s of luvtacibillty of the nall.
Wi cere nere airtale rifuo had be€o thor6 tne ray - but even thottgh tihe route vas
uaae ana tlre {iffloulties koova rre rrere sti11 inpressed by the great rall above
u.s. uhich as re neared tts bese revealed gone of its aecrets - it is aot ccr
pt6tefy bkrk but la staeaked rith fantastic grooves- rilC1ag uprards atral dis-
ippe"ring tnto the o{rertqags ard sal1 w}ich looksd absolutely blqnk fron telot*"

nfter 2tr Loura of ileternined plgildilg re reae;hed.the first of ths
sEor slopes - coyst6d ritl grlt aDd 6to[es fron above ard rat]er,unpleaeant -
Eoon ye iere sorting out eErlpuent ud ropirg up at tle bottoo of t&e 1n'bro-
ductory buttreas.

An eaey'traverss leads to tbe centrs of the truttresa $tere t'he real
rtifftculttes begia. tle hed aot looseaed up and the gacle felt ve^ry heaqy--
the clioblng aeenedl ertr"aordi.roarily herd alral re rore pJ.eqgeil to fin,d an oldl
fireil rope oo tte flmt Al pitch, vbich ve glad1y pnrssicked, up and tihea
follored-the dirty, Erttty groulrA, relatively easy to tbe saor Patcbes at drhe

base of tle nall frioper. Eere re fouail plelrtiful nranlng rater and this riU
almys be fomd et this place.

Becauge of the unugual drXraess and rast& of the suoner the gaon
petches had shrunk alnorually E+inC a huge wet cave at t'he base otr the nal1
and re uere left gapiry at tte ftrat pitch 50ft. above our hEads. Fortuaately
a perfect crack ras also unegvered to tne letrt of, the origi.aai start uhich nas
overcone srith qlley wedges anil cht*es, a rooden vedge and soee pegg
ercellert cllubing, AI & YI. Froo the tof of this pltcb ne olinbecl a



stoep !ral1 $hicb rras uore ilifficult than it looke<l shich brougtrt us back to tae

mffi r#;ri-'.#-+ulif urLp$i+'*ffi-ft "i$Jfo '
3 hours of .rayliebr r"it-i6-i"frara-to-rr."-'tu;1tgit-g -":$:* and ts a Dllace

ihere retreat'rcila stut be possibLe ln t&e eveot of baxl eeatner'

Ttre tedge ras large euoug! for us to 1ie doun on' anc rltn ol'Bcre

renovar of unoecessa,ry tffii ;;;;-b"i;t -;e vere-abre-to-!1$l."H:t:::'
;ffi;ftJiv:-";;il*ii,;'d';6;-;"-;i;'rri-pi:"par"a our bread a:d ja'n ard
fotlored this s'ittr ilo"iIei;-5to"o""rt."i"-'""i"d'ao'm '*tt' 1',t.,1,:t'c*'^ i::'
our beds we could .oot.ffiitt-iil;"di;-th;A - The Great rla1l -' a vast
srreeo of vertlcar -"x'iiii.ii"d"iiti-i"pi-"U-ct"cft - bonailed oa.t{ae fgl!ereep of vertlcal to"x'iiii.ii"["iii-iipi'"t oacks - boqiletl on.the risbt
by an cverhangr"g st*"'",!;i&i"s ";;;iar iaree !oof:^*:"f':**r1:Y;
#"ffi &;ffi If vTilliiliffi ;:';'-:-,?:"Ljqi+1r*li9:.:: jg'"-g

anil vith tliscreet

ffiffiffii-biCiU" r"iiii". ""'"t-tt"t re co,1d uot eier see tte redgeo never
uind trhe pltons.

That nrght the veettrer uorsened and raln tbreatened and nust bave

g.corrred- hish aboil $';"ffi;;u-*""u to"ir"t"U T l5""Hhf.ffi$.:#the overhan[,s hurdreds of feet above our heatl
because tie ldea of retreat lrr the rela ,t. ".p'lsioe 

antl I so- uucb rlabed to
go on uprards, but tlre-i,i":rigfii ii-uiG ;;rctti'i" bad seat'her hieb up on tre
f,ace tras a furtiher ror:Y.

We burled oursleves fu our Polyttreae bags and alept for a feY bours'
lfe eroke la the dark "ia iii""a a;-m inib the auvEs and coui'tl see-a carflre
ta our oa^npalte *a ry-it6[ii;;;;t to-Alseitand the othera sittiDg aroud
the f1re, Lrerlng tea-aail no doubt uoaderlng of oor progress'

EYeatraally 4 e.B. eare and re d99i$eil to rlse anil ea! - rre Drread

and jan and cheese.- W'l'".r.-t9-iere cllabinq aqaf13 ,;t$f"ffiH-}-
on t6 grade 5 rock - L very difficult risir
beaeath the Great WalI 

--'-ai ;";ii;i pit;fi llor re rere ia the certre d
;-[G;di;At;-chlch the great wJr forEs-t'he left ha'o'l glde d - tiE
erpo-e"rt we" aov real\r fe1t.

To gaio t&e 1{411 t}rere 1s- a pl'ece-of I*u tar' ?o-25 leel l3a6 r+'ich

one has to clinb aornr'ffiii-io-tU"'eaa of aDd-.t fiti reach.cllp tato ttre

flrst piton a,,ar thetr ,J;:"";ci,;;-tilngi.rEto etriers. A gtan& ltaa ts
then follored otr pegs ffi ""d#-E 

a aP?:'r. stance' ftf" +t* !"d -"
i.ai;y ;;+"-,r,Ei-i 

. 
Eiirffi i- a'n"e." ol' * $:*"Yt5a rlT:ritffi ;r #'Era;ilg n!' nana, and thusdered dorla. the huge

Fffi fr6T; ;;;; di;. r raa no #'sh to rorloc suit '

The rall ras cllubed ia f,our uqriftcaat pl'tches eJaly artiftcial
but ritb soEe yety na"alilI-ort*-t"g i+-ihe uitldle-oa roct tbat Yarled froa
il;fffiiy-;;;d-i[, fior"rure roo"" -- alr very steep a'nd str€orou8'

I t."111. renenber SrOge four pltchea for aaqy a year-, partiorlarLy tbe 
-

ffi :tri*i;;*ni.:iy"**tt"m*$t "*t - arrtranrr atrenuous a'd

*"" roii 
-'or 

tutEreet- ;i inci'oents ; * "'-ri"'Lil! iffiff {:in"firtfipl}
ilfti;I";Iy aiiiicurt beoause rteir r stood.
fii""-to-.oie do1i11 ani i-qufckfi retreated to the prevlous peg. tlltl a fen blors
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of ay hanner I tried to oake secure the offending pitoo, but I was still aot eatis-
fled. Uhen it agaia took ry uetgbt it noved but I clecideal to press oa free clinb-
ing to the siance- - this nis hard and svercone by the rather tlesperaie neasure of
reachi.ag for ttte loose eud of a piece of aylon and I could aot see shei,her it sas
secure or not, and hauli:rg oa this untll I could stand oo t'he rlauie stance. A
nasty fer nooeats, but the clinb weat or rprards aad re had a long uay to 8o'

i{hilst Dave ras clfubing I conteuplated t}re continuatioa of the tre-
nendous dledre $e had left - it nould nake a nagnificent clinb - 4000ft, of
vertical or overhangiag rock, Eajr1y artif,icial clinblng anil reguiri-ug ouch tiue.

Escape fmo the wall nas aade by a dlfficult traverse left to a huge
black chiruey rrTtre B1ack Cleftfl rhich proved very hard to clinb rith sacks oa ou!
backs. A short, loose hartl srack leal to a sra}l ledge rihere ue launchod staud{ng
up. Above this-nas another ledge ritJr a superb flake crack cu:rring up for 80fi1
Ue decicled to eack baul here because of the aature of the cliob;a€ - nagnificent
rock nhich se revelled ia clinbing uaburd.eaed r"ith our sacks. A short 20ft orack
(6 sup) ard & long easy pitch led-us to the central Basiu - a natural depressloa.
rrith ar1 excelleot bivoirack ledge - there Yas Eo snou at all contrary to t'he guide
book suggestions.- It was 5 P.n. and ce uished to blvl above ttre Narrow Slab -
25trff.-& grade 6 clinbing to-conplete i.n about 2{ hours. ILe clinbi:og.*as
trenenclous with plenty of pegs a,txd if one cared to look below the slab *rept dolo,
flalsbeel abrupu.y and tben there ras I IoDg tlrop douo to the ecrees. But re did
aot have tire to contenplate as ue were racing against tiae. The first long pitch
reat rell and we sere soon off up ttre seco[d pitch until high up ttris I cane tc a
blatk sectioa there nuch tioe was rastecl atteuptfug to teasj.oa across t'h€ sla,b io

overcaoe the gap hr ins
e consuairog but also very strenuoi-s. E\rentually I
tdre ead of a thfu blade pitnn i:rto a suall craok aud

a[otier pttotr - aot oaly tlne consuairog but also very strenuoi-s. Sven
overcaoe tlre gap \r insertiag tdre ead of a thfu blade pitnn i:rto a suall
tyiag it off usi"g the sli.g for aid until I oould clip into the rext insitu peg
then coatiaued by ilifficult cliobitlg to a soa1l and apectacular Ledge oa the edge
of the overtangs sbove the vold, B5r nou ve were both exceedingly tired aad had
trouble nith nwcles lccki.ag tight. One nore pitch to the bivouack - a
verticle !Oft. groove of 5, what a relief it uas t'o ov€rcoae this antl reach the
snall blvouack ledge. ThadtruL1y ne hung our clinb{n€ gear to vgrious plioas aad
af,ter 15 hours of cotrti.nual effort re arrangerl our gear ancl dressed for tbe bivl
(I foofeA particularly cute rith loag rett socks and-rhite long oorbe ,:u]Ied grer
ny trousers, a red cagoule and toppeil out rittr a rather aatty green baLaclava).

lfe ate rell and eippetl a littLe.nore of our preclow rrater and relaxed
ea our 3ft. ride letlge. I httng over tbe 2t thousand foot void because re lay
diagonelly a[al the Ledge aarrorred at ny end - t&ough r,re vere securely tied to
the pitoao.

The aig!'t uas fiae and re enjoyed superb viens over the nounta{ns aBd
dorm ioto the valley nhere re could see the.ligbts of fa::ns aad trhe ca"s oa the
road, lle rose at 4 pnn. and rere cliubt.g'hy 5. The first pltch Beened lncre-
illbly ilifficult ia the coaditiou I ras ia and f had to use a few extra pegs.
Ios rre rere st t*re botton of ttre Exlt Chlnneya and ue decided to clinb these la
short pitches and sack hau}. The clinbiag rras ve4r good - quite haril oo very
set and greasy rock - the seclc hauling ras extreoely bari nort, particularly
on the first pitch because of the cranped etance or lack of stance. A sonevhat
a.nusing lncidiut (iu retrospect) nappeiea ou the third pitch rhich went soue-
ttrirg like tJris. Ttre first ercuse - because of the sack hauliag ne rere olinb-
ing oa one rope and hauling il"ith the other, eniling rith great confusl.on oa the
belaysi because of trhe tactic required and the faet that both ropes had been
rerluced to tbe saue coLour. l{or rben I hacl cliabed ?5ft. of this pltch I coo-
plalaeil tihat the ropes rere dregging - I requlred of Dave the reasou and after
a llttle perpexetl sortirg out be gave ae trhe rather iateresting reply ttrat T was
tied oa to both ends of tlre sa.oe rope ! An urfortuaate error rtrich obviously
had to be rectifled - fortuaately I ras able to traverse to s detached flake
aad percheil oa its top shile I aanlpulateil the ropes Bo that I could carry on.

The next pitch ras vezy difficult cliubing - requiriag the
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Eesotiationofaveryhardoverhar,g,whichwaBsolYedwitlrttreaidofarling.Oae
noie diffic,lt pitch up this chi@ey toot a d'oir.)-;A " 

uasty nonent uhen I pulleit

a oiton out but sorehoJ ffir8#:b"-i"'laii ^t-contait *iti, tte rock, and t'hen re

relched ttre Suonit Gully and easier grouad'

Urrfortuoatelyt*riseaslergrorrndofsrade4cli.ubirga]ld8cr8l0b11n8ya8
ebatteriug because of hr;;"fiiloL-'o*t"ot iitr'-"itit onlv-at belavs' It

I}ffi,ffi.i:ti*;Ilffii *i'$hFhii;HHi#tnhffii,T!'r$#;_
all ne coutd think of ;; ;ii.$irg-tt" "rrnii-iiae;-*a 

leaving th-e vall behind thea

ili"iiaiie io-the va11ev to eonfort and frieails'

iriluii 5ii#:hi:!ut1; i;t#*'x,ffi :i:i'tr#ffifi-f,iidi;'i***;il:";-;iiie rit "ii a"a prace an extra uedse (aJe

oone an a,knard overrraii] ila-i[." eooE "i"6;;iir[iig-or ! 
trq,$i, us to a ledge

;;;;..bh * 1io 1t, *o,f,3r6!.*fii;-i;"i;a 5::i#* :i"f:':,1"r-ffi.i$util*'ip-the uiddf6 of it, urfortunately this-$as.l
iIii"ir,I-"aE; ;i ii'"#;il;;;e i-ti* *"l5;;:,ft-ffi:-i: iffr?:irg:'T5 t .
E"i-.riiiire-steps rith the peg hary"I for.ry
ras glad to fiud . 

"oupir-oi-Eracis 
for pft6ns.- ihis pitch brought us to a huge cave

formecl w an enorno"r'""ii"[rtio! riii"tr g-.-1J io cliob-under. agaln the snov Yas

nuch loner tUaB noroaf;;i';il;d {" gai" ti,J cfrocfrtoae by rone-very hard c1lpbi'g

*J tfr* squeeze through uodenreatrh'

Norrecouldse6t,heridgelesst,lran200ft.aboveus,.t,herayappearedto
be carred bgr large overhanga except for . 

"tJ.p-t1.U-lead,ag 
oirt to t'Ue left' tle

weather had vorsened ui"i"-*a thir"e was t "ii6"E-"ota 
;io9:P!^*o"' se cere tlred

and ttre clinbing *" #ilr;;.-';;drg ihare a-traverse ras Eade.bEneeth a roof

on snall holds on tr,"'li{u-iia-nerltt"-riici-r"" o"rv friabte. lhis pitch Yas ver:/

ilifficult for Dave to ,iii"a [riau".-or *," riffi*iiiri,-"i--t [1rs the'karabiaer out

ef the last p"e ,l,i1rt"[#;;s-ii"iiirlirt--riil;1i1fu-p"o6o1lpi"E.across t&e alab

towards ne. The last pitttr nas much easier *,u" it 106ked - avolding t'he over-

heags and there rre ,u"5'oil'ril.rlliii.-looii. belox t5e suranii of Trcutvggeo.

put s,.1 J"'A#Si"ffti:.:"il"fii1 H'Jl-.ffi'-ffifll:;l:qiil 
j*t *1if;"#ffi 

'a'
Itunlt-uJ ttaa only to descentl and nit'hin tvo
the car rould be *uitfi"iiii& ";-;;;d 

rei"ro-us to the va1lev and the lurur:r

of our ea,EP.

oo"" : #:.**fi "o*Bit',,H:,'ii3t; 
lii lfrEl': Hyi"fi "ilmJ'#i}ffiH:%;:t

eatias aession, trher .;;;;ii-ffiv *e--ee;;"ana set off for tie st

dor'n, dom, down.

rl
I

li

I
li

lr

I

Peter Holden.



o

A Grand. Day on ttre HiLf..s .o.r..
I ras claning oy rray up a decayed aad ctuDbUng craek. Sveat nas rurn{ng

dom ny forehead iato oy glirglDg eyes. All around Ee a green olst nrithered and

srdrled as {rhough a}ive. ltre blue antl yelLor ribbons t}rat trere ry ropes hung Lazi1y

dom for a hundred feet belor aad dissolved iato a greylsh fog, which in itself uas

aothingness. There rere no runaers only tlbe ye1Lorry brolm fangs of rotting rock

rhich cruubled iuto dust upoa touch. I was giving nay to despair when suddealy there

appeared a large shiairy piton just above ne. tfittr t'he renewecl hopes of a drooaltg

nan spyir6 a plece of flotsan, I aontjauecl uy attack upoa the crack.

Up and up and up I clinbed for who knous how long aad how uany hundredg

of feet but the eluslve peg rras stt1l oal.y Just ahove ue. A large grey har+k-like

blrrl nateriatLsed out of the oist a.Bd began to olreLe arouail above ne. I could see

the nalig"ant eLits that were its eyes natehirg ne, gliating ulth Lust with the

knorledge that goon it noulcl be able to gorge upoo the poor rrecked thirg that vas

oDce a !Hn. I cli"nbeti for hours aad hours the oaly 16iags in the world sere the

p€9, the craok and ttre biril, t&e latter fiuo dissolved iato the rlst and the only

ttrirg left ras the peg and ay outstretched hand Eraspiag at tbis tiny tbread of

life, rhea sudctenly lt nas ia ny reach !
n(ioil t itrs naale of cardboardtr, I screarecl as I fell auay fron the

crack.

rCarilboarrl t ca:dboartt ! carilboard lrtscreaned ry echo.

tt0ardboard I carrtboard ! cardboard lrtJeerecl ttre bird as it caraetnisting

dosn torards ae.

loarilboard ! cardboant I car{board !" nocked a thousanal voices in ny

head ae I sJ.owly floated douo, dowo, dom iato t*re grey fog below.

But nhat ras happening ? the fog bad transforoed iato a spltti.ag ealtlron

of rhlte, hot Larva, rhich hlssed a:rd bellowed nittr the voice of a hundred furuacesl

the uhole surface heaved and tosseil Like a botlirg sea of red antl white oiI paiat,

vhich gurgled anit spat as tJre trapped gasses struggled to the surface ald explocled

lnto the air. I $as about to die, already I could hear the clanglag of the eobu-

lance bell as it hurried to uy grave. then all nas gorre ard not'bfug renaiaed

except the darloesg ancl oy t,huop'tng heart.
nl{orsirg, KeaI.
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ItChrist, Ton, uhat tipe is 1t ?tr

nlbree ol cLockrr.

rTbatts it then, Itr ln hel-l. firatrs tbe oaly place shere one has to get

i
I

t',

l
L

up at this hourn.

tlfhatts tihat ?tr.

n0hr never nindn'

n3sen 63saoirg ?n'

rtgne could say tihat, I suppose' I knen I ehouldntt have had all t'trat ejheese

aBdfrogsrgi.'lelastaj€ht.l{e11,ittseit}rerthatorl|ogoingslowlyrouadtbetuist
utrichisnotsurprisiacrrithallt}lsYaitilgaroua.lfort.trebadrreathertobreakn.

In a renote comer of the bivy-cave tbe aubulaoce tlched eray gently to it-

seIF conteat that lt'e evil r'ork had been doae'

Beassured by ttre frieodry irrou of the petrol stove, r cast ry aiail baek to

the previous day antl to the eveais tbat bronght us up here oo t'he P1an de 1rAi8ui11e'

ue had just finlsheit discussiag trhe fiaer oerits of the youDg ladies re had just seen

lyinginttresuDbslt,bect]^soEixsl,l8afugpoolUhent,trecholeatnosphererasspolltby

Too auggestiag thai re should go cliobiag as the uea{'rer 1o&ed as though lt ulght be

good for a couPle of iLaYs'

ruellr Ton r donrt knou about you, but r faacy doing the Bebr:ffat Route

oa the south face of ttre Aig 66 Mi'di' That suit you ?f''

We1I, I uoulcl prefer the Frentlo spur on ttre north face as it ls over

thous€,trd feet long alnd half rock andl half soo$ and ice, it shoulat be a good

lr
I

{l
,

t&ree

dey as ii is aot very hanl aad qulte pleasa'otrr'

trTel1 you rta-b, t&er, velll catcb 'bhe

Aiguille anil biqy, get on the spur early and dlo

pherique station on the suruit' trhea desceod to

do tbe Rebrtrfat Bout'e' 0'K' ?tr'

no'tr'tr 
t ehiverirg iu

ilnil t'hat is hor ue ca'ue to gpend a very tmcondortable aigh

a zt xJt snor-hore, 400f froa the suoait of ure ao'th face of t'tre l{idi !

There eane a stlrri-ug froo another co:raer of the oave rhich cane froo tro

BritisbladsrhoreregoirgtodotheBrornl&1111a'oerouteoatheBlaiieire'
Afterbrea}f,astrerishetleachot,herluckalrde}epertetlinoppositedlrectioas.

last telePherlque uP io E[an ile 1r

ttie mute aad bivY la tle tele-

t*re south face aext ooraing ancl
I

l,

I
E

l[

ii

I
li

!',
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.after U hourg se croeaed tiha Peleriae glaeier anil starteil oa ttre rock spur, rhlch

ueat guXte easily for about 1ri00ft. or so aad sriveal at the etart qf t&e eaos and

Lce pltches rhich roae up before ue for about 1500ft. fhe vier froo bere ras rea1ly

fantastlc as huge hargflg glaciers protruded out of the glos ej.ttrer oide of tbe

sprro The ltgbt fron tle sulr had prisoatic effectg as lt sas defuged througb tbe

lee lato a kalelitoscope of colour. tbe alr vas stlll aad lloat Blanc nas wearirg e

ahroud of cloud, rfticb gave the uhole settirg an uareal aail glostly atnosphere.

Such are the ooueats in oountalaeeriag that nil.I be etched into ooers oenory for ever.

All tbe hard rork aaat cold rill be forgottea ard otrly the rIlil beauty rill renala,

atored aray for reflectlou for a period of tlepreeslou, nhen oue has to face tle

harsh realittes of ooderi'a day Uviag.

We beeane eo engrossed la cuttfug steps tfiat lre Y€re aot rea1Ly coa-

scious of the rapitlly rleterloratiag ueather uotiL large flakes of saou begaa to

fall lazily arould us. I reoarked to Toa ia a rather rervous volce , n0brist-

lasrey, trtt lt ?tt. As Ton iras the lce-roaDr he did uoet of the leadilg on tihis

eeotloo, nhilst I stood and thor€bt.

If,ter arr hour or so tibiags began to look uore and nore serioua as the

reather bad turneil really bad and every tine Ton rar out a full length of rope and

cut blaseU a eeaU stance iD the lce froa r&icb to belay, the riad drivea gaor bad

ooopletely fiUed the steps t&at he had laborioualy cut ubich forceil ne to recut

ooopletely aer oaes, u, j.t ,t" iupossible to see or feel rhere hLg had beea. this

tesk becane iacreasiogly difficult as aore ancl oore fresh saol, fell, as one flrst
had to clear eralr ihe oor frou the ateep ice thea cut your atep or hanilhold io tihe

lce belor. Aaottrer hazard rras the fact that althoug! lt ras anoriag qulte heavily

the teuperature sas still raro rblcb nade oonditioas very r€t anal sltppy, vh1c,h

aecegeitated backflC krge buc&et steps to uake progreaa eafely and lack of adequate

belayr uade us ertrenelJ eautious la all our loreo€ots as, for rlthout a doubt, 3,f

oae of us had sllppetl re uould have f,allea about 2000ft. dom to the Pelerias

glacler belos as a Freach p6rty had done the prevloue neek. As re rere oa tbe

aper of the s1mr, trhe riad tore at us froa botb sldes Dakfrg our faces sllng aa the

&oy ras drlven lato taeu ritn quite ooasialera.ble forcs. There ca,ne tiaes rhea all
I couLl lahe but of foo rag a hltrllr€d ghador above ae onil I could hear his astbuatlc

breathlrg aE the atr ras eucked tnrougb cleuched teeth ag he f,ouglt rith the vind
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andaltitudeinhisupnardpro€r€6s'Afterabout?ooft'ofthie'Ieuggestedt'hatI

shoBlddosoneleadiagasuyfeetverebeconiagaonpletelynrrabrithst,ndl.ogarouodoa

thecoldice,golsetoffoattreaextieepltcb.IbadoalygoaeaboutS0ft'uptlbe
steeplcsubenldecictetlt,hatonehadholdtlstIbadjustcnrtmsaotquiteadeqrrate

aaa iust another chlp could aake tt fine' r'ihen t'here caoe a crack an'I ry ice axe

ilecitle0tobreaki.ati'toalllstEanageiltocatchthebeadaDdstop''tfaUilgitom

tbeelopeandtoquoteourfanous/i'da'rooura'fter-dinnerrraoblerttthougbt'
n?hatts bloo8 great 3 o

Ilouever, try usirg t,he head of the are like a da€g€r I naaaged to cooplete

t.hepitchal(tToajoi.nednegherehereoerberedt.tratJustbeforegettingout,hehad

tlrrorraacoupleoflcescre$sintotbeeack;aaduSl""6lggiagabout,eaneupvit&

these screrrs. Uo lost lo tine ia gettiag t]ec firrly securecl iaio the lce ritrtch gave

lstteonlyreallygoodbelayoftheday.Aeoupl'eaorepltchesandrearrlYedat{ihe

footofthefinalrockrallghichraaplastereilgitlrsBoubutaccorili.rgtot[egulite
bocik,l,hisooufttbeavoidedtycllnbilgtheext,reaelysteepiceal'opetot.berig}rt.

Souerer, thia roultt require at least a'aot'her f,our or flve ice pltches ald ln our

preselt condltion ve did aot &er{'eb tbc LIe2 so re $Iunbed for t}re roclc fllish'

Unfortuaatelyreclidnotfullyreellset}reextentoft&ecorditionstbatprevailed

ootiher.all;asre}lagthesBora]'lthecracksl{erecoupletelyfllledwit.hice,
Astonhaiiloaehigrackouf,hepltchegbelorltrasnogEytu!i0toitotlreleadiaS.

lhefirgtpitc,hreotquiteeasilybutt,lregeoondua8atihlaneyrtrlclrrascoveredla

loeeitheraldeuprrbichlstartedtoc}ilb.Iraselippetli.atoapegclealingout
ttregnotrfroEsnoverhangaboveuerrbeotbeicebehindnebrnokearqraailrgrbepkfell

agaiasttfiellckbetorli,earrsingadlversloaofthelayrraterfroudorm{terock
iato ry aeck, vhicb gave lse rather cold aotl soggr usder?alts nhich us not verlr

pleaaaot.EvenilrauJgearrivedatalaor.lceghorrlderabouthrrlfra,tlPtlbeBu.
pron here a ride craok raa tyagoaally rigbtcards up tomrds an overtaag nhlcb

boasts.laPogslltlaliagadsouettrougbtttrigEuetbetlregayuP.Uerleresoottto
fiailthatthlsrasnott&ecaseast,hedtfficultlegrereregrlsiveadltlrepegarit
gllagEustbarebeeausedbyretleatilSpartlest,hatbaaoadeouroistakesndce

itlrlli.kerise.Itmssoonappareotthatrlegorrlilbeuaabletorealbt.besrrnlit&at
ila0'aBileoreprooeededtonakeablvyholeoat,beehouliter,astrbeledgesaboveua

rrere aE u*8o!.4 factor aoit r*e tlitl aot rant to chalce anyt'hta€i'
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After an hour or so re had cut out a reasooeble hole ta r&ich to hlde.

As sooa as we got iastalled, ?oo rEire fellor that he latr got the petml stove

goirg and tras preparirg hot soup ard tea vhich brought us back to tife nbilst I
uatcheal frou the back of ttre hole. I sas vlbreting so Euch that I nas rou?i6d that

tJre ftlliags ia ry teeth vould rork loose and faIl out ! I sbaU aot go lato the

a€otries of tbai aigbt ooly that it ras quite aenorable. As aights speat biryiag

ta the hrgh oountaias last for at least four weeks, ve $ere very glad rrhea at

last the darm broke and yitb it, the warath of the sua ag the ueather was quite

reasoaable. Wittr the aun, caoe ar &Larntrg feellng of letharryuhj.ch re struggLed

to ptt1l out of. Uhea at last ce sorted out the froseg sliags and uaearthed the

ropes fron the saos tnat had fallen la the uigbt. re set off rliagonally left rlhlch

appeared to be the correct ray. lle indulgeil ia auch cheat{"g oa the final two

pltches, 1.e. ali-rga oD pegs, etc. as saorr clesrirg op€ratioBs rould be lnpossible

rlit,hout theo. These fiaal trro pitches I formd vety difficult as the skia hed loag

eiace illsappeared froa E r fingers, reduoing then to swollen pads of paln and I
ditl not like to thtnk nhat ras bappealng to uy toes. After nuch struggllng a:rd

slrearing, ne eveatua{y staggered on to t}re top of the dtg du illdi rihere it
prooptly st'arted to srow agai!. Ue ners filled nittr an over-rldiag geose of

Joy and achleveoeat brougtrt about by the very bad aouititloas aad, ia f,act, to
guote Rebdfat trfou ard I were very happytr and raaaged to Joke betlreeo our-

selves \r saying tt61, l{r. Holdea rasolt here. Ile nouLd have loved Ltn, and

vitb that re staggered lnto the havea of the telepherlgue statlon and the

e:nrberaatly prlced coffee and buns but ue felt sure lt lrould be rorth lt.

Ken Hipkiss.
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STIGiiOm{ - A Reason for C1-imbing .. ' '

Hearoseat4a.n.toavieuofthickcloudebscu'j.agaveryt,hing
auove z,ooii-reei. ror oici ttre claustrophobic.presence-9{ *:,T1}lryggen;;; ;.;i;;;d by a tenuous veit of rater vipour thai; diil not feel qulte so

oppressive.

The previous eveaing Peter-tiolden, Derek 0rlnnett anit-I.had
6ecidecl to-ao i,ne Uest Lrai1 of ttre strgr'o::r, a 21000 ft. grade Y irf' route
hlgh up ia the Isterdal sone fev nlJ-es away.

Desolte the eloour nature of the weather we decided 'uo tlrive
rouad ifort"i6o'it,'""T"Jticr" eip"tiesce had taught us that tlre.valleys
could be filled wifl ttrick ctouil whilst a feu himdred leet aDove tne
,orrlriuio"-r"re bathett ii-[ot sulstirc. llbea ve reacbed-the ca1 park at
s;icf;;-r;-;ir:.r corra "oi """ tt" 

siighom aatl ue stood arouad Peerhg
iadeeisively iato the glooa.

EYentually rre decidetl ttrat havilg-risea at-such aa ungodly hour
re uigbt ""-r"ii-Eo:for 

a waft ard trT andlind tlre face. Ite ua.1k tas
iirifiUortr*d, 6ver Erass ana huldLrs brirging us, withln an hour, to
the siree slope-be1or t'be Uest Eace.

Just at tbis noaeat tJre clouds parted and retreated r?p191y-.
pivi:re us a-De#ect vierr-ot the route. the Hest Face ls_soue 21000 ft.
Eign E"a foriled in ttre shape of a.huge decapitated t"iangle' - 'lhe
loier'1.500 ft. are conposed of steep overlapoi'g slabs topped by sone

16 itl'6i-r"tii."t to"[ peppered'*iih overhings. cuttilg throu4 the
iii.-r.-i"iii";;; targe'aiiere. 0*r route took ure left side of the
face. neanderine uprardE to the steep upper sectio1, a1d 'hs,, psving left-
rartli across tIrE steep eectj-on avoiding the overhangs t'o r1[Isn up easy

grouad leading uP to '"he sumLt.

Ashortplodurscreealldthenoveranov.broughtus.totheface.
peter led nit-;;, irp irr"-ioiti"r 200 ft. of solo clinbiag untlL re roped

up for the uore serlous clinbing.

A pattera of responsibility ras soon establishedl -Pete leil' -I
belayed nii [oi}"rri, *tiist Derek'renoved any pegs that had been used.

Tbe clfunbiag ras a trenendous successioa of pitches, uostly io the
ni16 severi-."i;a;t irtu a fer very. seye-re sections and sever?I pitches
oi-airiiirrt-stda#a. Every pitch had sonethinF of_interest.in it_and
even tlre easy ones ruarg"a lir irroauc-c-t'le odd ardxward nove' At no poj-'tt

did the cli"oL reveri to broken gcranblin8.

Bv clinbl-ne ia the early norning re avoidetl-berag^ia !h9- t*,
rhich can ffi ;;ii;;6rci1ess a-aa 

-roake crinting nore of an effort thea a
;i;;;; --ue'-vere, rr"rli"",1ur;6;;;t thE benefit of tfie sua bath'ins
'th;;;# di-;;rre us arroigine a treueidoug vieu of snor capped

;;unirils atretching for riles in all direotioae'
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Sooe 1rO0O ft. of cliobing brought us to a large grassy ledge below
the fiaal steefi valI. Here ue had Luuoh aad rere ia a perfec! position to
discueB tbe lroas versus Holden Party Fiaran Peak Controversy (Details fron
Edttor) rith conplete inpartiality. -

Lunch ftaishetl re started oa tte fiaal sectloa. This rent up to tbe
overbrngs and theu travereed left acroas then and fiaisheal up relatively easy
rock to the eunnlt. The traverse, at about ailil V.S. standarcl, ras aa
erercise ia erposure followed by a superb steep tower on large hoIds. For
ne this eas one of tihe fiaegt pltches I have ener clinbecl, possessilg a
dellcate bala:rce of exposure, poaltiou and techalcal' interest. Erer tire nost
jaded lRoa&side crag ratt woul<I conslder the effort to reach thls poiat
uortb-riiile. Froa the belay, abcve that piich, it uas easy to look dowa
futo the valley and feel a contenptuous pity for those people rho coulcl or
noufd aot appreciate the lateage feeli"g of living ltfe to t'he full tlrat such
alirbi.ng can give.

three further pltches of IfI aad II, rith a aasty lltt1e corner
saeaked ia to keep us orr our toes, follor,recl leadlag us right to the sunnlt
cafio ard tie eod of tbe finest rock cllob I have ever clooe.

We rested for a rhile on the sunnlt and tbea clescended vla a short
ridge, e saou slope and a nalk along the Trol1 path back to the car. In
hour later ye rrere renlaisc{ng over a huge brew of Derekls nuch coveted
Rlclgerayal Earl Grey tea.

R. J . tr'. Berrne tt .
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LYSKA}{MC"...
Ie squelched lato tlre lltt^le Oberland hut, soaketl to the gkia. iEtb

a triunphant leer at tlie festeri"g oeanpants, I delved iato'ry ilripptre qa9 aI$ pI9-
ducert tno eooroous bottles of rlae, One nnrst be a,u opportunlst to cliob i.r ihe A1ps,
an<I IdE uade we of ttre bad tlays. I uncor*ed and poured ryself a large glass of rich,
red, alcobol free grape juice. fre Srdse opposlte tittered. I assPgd ry !.e11. -pra6ttsed aonc,ualait iooi; surery t&e tglor;It peasants loer trhat all Eagllsh criabers
are teetotal ?

If it hadatt beea raiaiag go hard la torrrr I rouldolt have bad to
struggle ltyopically rouad to i,he supernar*et ritn qJ specs in_ny- pocket. A suoeer of
r tfsr; I- tiougbt otr1y of the fine- epeil atrd our oifly real cllob' l{e rere at the
llonte Roea hut,- 0n tle first fiae ilay I struggLeii through ttrir-cnrsted, powcler saor
up Pol.}ux. Eazel res, eensibly, too indisposed to aoue. Another fin-e dayr.ritlt
iiprovirrg slol.' ue hacl-a fascinaiing tour of the crevasses of the Felik glacter.

I genl-roke at 2.30. The third fiae day tbe rarden hail overelept.
I baaged about aad he ralsed hlnseli; at 3.15 re gere stullblirg up tihe aoraiae to
the Gieaz gLaeler, nearly an hour laie. 1t ras a beautiful 66!d niglrt, a11d $e rlegt
up t}," glaiier la'fine siyle. Unfortunately, I forgot to oarigate and darra fouad us
ti Ure ifast of a horrlbl6 iie faIl, suroui&ed bf E1eat, totteiirg-aeracs, I soke
up suaae"fi ana foqga ye hail forgotiea to rope up. -Eveatually we. fouad our ray out of
tire oaze, iebouchiry draoaticag.! ia front oi 11ro ot&er parties vbo rere_ploddllg
sedately'up the gla6ier. lfy uacoacer:ned look ca,ne la useful; early ooliaiag is i'he
best tine for a little lce practlce aurely.

llow se rere oa tihe upper plateau. I tunred off rfuht, torarcls the
Lyskamn face. The sgn was already on 

-tle 
s-eracs at the- top. I. tried tir-go-faster.

Tie snow becane softer and deeper. I ueat up to ry necik through a gtro[-bridge. The
erevasse Yas enorBous and r:f sang-froid nilted. sot even tne hglish practiseil
crerasse rescue before sua"arp, i waaed oa tibror:€h deeper aad deeper gnor srral ara.E up
to the bergsctrruad a,od into ihe eu11. the face above looked-superb. .7 a,m.2-bours
Iate. If 5n1y the narden hadnrt overslept; lf only ve hadnlt lost trhe ray; if oaly
ttere hadatt been this terrible snow below the face.

We could at least have a look. I brought Bazel up and crept treu-
blng across the scantily bridged tschrunal. Above ttrere uas re11 consolldated snou oa
ice.- Tbe situstlon cbanled triediately; se could ror Dove togetle1. If lt contiruecl
and if ue noved quictrly Iu ttre nay, uL'could uake lt, If. lJe pld--onIy beel out.a
week: r had done'one cilab' Hazer i6ae' r ran out 150ft" bro"ght Hazel acrnoss t&e
lschiund, and rre contiaued'up, uoving together rith all tEe rope out, kicking aad
etabbing. Ue gaiaed height sieadily. Ttre shallou rock rib loooed up. It sas slo!.
covered-and 1 {€"orecl it-ia favour -of t}re couloir on the lefi. It becane very-rarni
I looketl at t'he-eoornous aeracs above ledt aad elreated. Sooa the saor beca^oe t&{'rner,
and I ha<t to wor* hard, klcking ttrrough ttre ice. Ho- great_ te_chaical difflculty., but
a nonderful posltioa, iaa tne iirst sllp sould have beea the last. Ihead tras the
steepest pari, probaf,ly only 60 ilegreesl but here nas deep porder on bard ice.
I kickett and ota,nped nightily and son tnroqb to better glound ,-h9"9 a rlsiag traverse
left above the ici ra1li nadL Ee arare of our positioa' I br-ought Hazel up anil
hauaered ber axe iato tbe snov ice (it ras ore-of those axos). Ue noved steadily for
fuo nore rope leagths. flere ras bare tce, and I hail to use an lce screr. I ha^onered
qr ioe peg lnto icrait la the rocks abov6 and uent up to ttre top. Ii ras 11,15 a.o.

Itls been aa effort renembering rletaile of the clicb, but the
seasatioo of, beir€ oa that beautiful eunoit renains; poised o! the edge d a great
curvirg, uhite gul.lsri1g betseen ltaly and Syltzerlind. Ttre tyske" is a verlr fiue
uountali. It ds cold.-so I put a roiner on tbe suenit cross and retired to a
eheltered bollow beforir brtuging llace1 up. We burst loto tears - aLnost.

Robin Coste].].or


